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ICGLR Executive Secretary meets the LMRC Team in Lusaka 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

 

The ICGLR Executive Secretary (ES), 
Amb. Zachary Muburi-Muita had a working 
session with the Management Team and 
Staff of the Levy Mwanawasa Regional 
Centre (LMRC) on 12th June 2017, in 
Lusaka. The purpose of the meeting was 
to have an interface to appreciate the 
operations of the LMRC, the technical and 
scientific organ of the ICGLR, and discuss 
options for increasing synergy between the 
Centre and the Secretariat as well as to 
address challenges faced in implementing 
the mandate of the two structures. 

The LMRC Executive Director (ED), Dr. 
Frank Okuthe welcomed the ICGLR ES to 
the Centre and thanked him for having 
found time for this visit since his appoint-
ment last year. The ES commended the 
LMRC for the quality work produced and 
encouraged all Staff to aspire and aim 
higher at both individual and organisational 
levels. 
 
The working session involved the ES’s tour 
of the LMRC premises and a meeting with 
all Staff of the Centre. The  latter  included  
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a presentation of the key achievements, 
challenges and recommendations of the 
Centre by the three Heads of Department 
namely: Dr. Chantal Niyokindi, Fora and 
Observatories, Mr. Pamphile Sebahara, 
Research, Training and Documentation 
and Ms. Mareena Mawere, Finance and 
Administration. Following the prese-
ntations, the ES commended the 
Regional Centre for its achievements 
despite the challenges faced and 
pledged his support towards its smooth 
operations so as to execute its mandate 
of serving as an effective Think Tank for 
the Region. He added that research was 
critical in informing policy processes 
especially when addressing complex 
issues of peace, security and 
governance. Further, the ES 
emphasised the importance of streng-
thening synergy among ICGLR 
structures and the Conference 
Secretariat for greater impact. He also 
informed the LMRC staff that the ICGLR 
Secretariat was currently undergoing a 
restructuring process and he was 
hopeful   that   the   new  structure  once  
 

International Conference on the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR) 

 
 

 

ICGLR ES, Amb. Z. Muburi-Muita (seated in the middle), with the LMRC Members of staff on 12th June 2017, in Lusaka.  
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adopted by the ICGLR organs would 
improve the operations as well as 
improve the visibility of the Institution. 
 
Finally, the working day of the ES ended  
with a closed-door session between him 
and the LMRC Management Team 
where they discussed administrative and 
financial issues as well as strategic 
options to facilitate effective operations 
of the Centre in synergy with the 
Conference Secretariat and its other 
organs. The ES was accompanied    by   
Mr.   Robert M. Simukoko, the Head of 
Finance and Administration.  

 
LMRC Executive Director pays a 
courtesy call on Angolan 
Ambassador to Zambia 

 

     
LMRC Executive Director Dr. Frank Okuthe (left), with Angolan 
Ambassador accredited to Zambia, Her Excellency Balbina 
Malheiros Dias da Silva, 10th   April 2017, in Lusaka. 

LMRC Executive Director Dr. Frank 
Okuthe paid a courtesy call on the 
Angolan Ambassador to the Republic of 
Zambia, Her Excellency Balbina 
Malheiros Dias da Silva, at the Angolan 
Embassy on the 10th April 2017 in 
Lusaka, Zambia. The main objective of 
the visit was to discuss and share notes 
on how to strengthen the implementation 
of the ICGLR Pact on Security, Stability 
and Development in the Great Lakes 
Region. 
 
During the meeting held at the Embassy, 
Amb. da Silva echoed her Government‘s 
commitment to support the ICGLR. In 
her preamble, she hinted plans to host a 
meeting of African diplomats    accre-
ditted    to    Zambia, to discuss issues 
surrounding the African Continent   with   
a view  to  share  best practices.  Further, 

she noted that there are many issues 
that can be resolved through discussion 
and dialogue, despite the prevailing 
economic challenges in the region. Amb. 
da Silva is the ICGLR Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps in Zambia. 
 
Dr. Okuthe lauded the Angolan 
Government and President José 
Eduardo dos Santos, in his capacity as 
Chairman of the ICGLR for their role in 
supporting the implementation of the 
ICGLR Pact. He stated that the 
Conference Secretariat and LMRC had 
in the recent past conducted election 
observation missions in ICGLR Member 
States and is currently keenly following 
the electoral process in Angola, which is 
scheduled to hold legislative elections 
on the 23rd August 2017. 
 
The meeting provided an opportunity to 
exchange on persistent conflicts in the 
Region, namely in Central African 
Republic, Democratic Republic of 
Congo and South Sudan. Amb. da Silva 
and LMRC Executive Director 
emphasised the need for all stake-
holders to engage in dialogue and 
implement commitments already 
achieved in order to attain lasting peace 
solution in the Region. 

LMRC facilitates adoption of a 
Strategy and Action Plan for 
implementing the ICGLR 2014 
Declaration on fighting Youth 
unemployment  

LMRC played a key role in the meeting 
of ICGLR Member States Ministers in 
charge of Youth Affairs held in 
Livingstone, Zambia from the 7th to the 
9th June 2017. Organised by ICGLR 
Secretariat in partnership with the Office 
of the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary 
General for the Great Lakes Region and 
the Government of Zambia, the meeting 
was held under the theme Accelerating 
the implementation of the 2014 
Declaration of the ICGLR Special 
Summit of Heads of State and 
Government on the Fight against Youth 
Unemployment through Infrastructure 
Development and Investment Promo-
tion. It provided the opportunity to review   
progress   made in implementing the 
above   Declaration,   exchange  lessons  
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learned and discuss strategies and 
options for way forward in addressing 
Youth unemployment challenges. 
 
LMRC presented to the meeting a draft 
Regional Strategy and Action Plan for 
implementing the 2014 Declaration of the 
ICGLR Special Summit which was 
discussed, amended and then adopted 
by Ministers. The Action Plan contains 
modalities to implement resolutions taken 
by the Heads of States in 2014 and 
proposes options to strengthen coordi-
nation, monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms for effective implementation 
and impact on the ground. This is a follow 
up of the work undertaken by LMRC since 
2013. Indeed, the 2014 Special Summit 
Declaration was informed by the findings 
and recommendations of an operational 
research conducted by LMRC on the 
situation of Youth unemployment in the 
12 ICGLR Member States. 
 

 
The meeting of Ministers was officially 
opened by the Guest of Honour, 
Honourable Freedom Sikazwe (MP), 
Minister of Presidential Affairs in Zambia. 
In attendance were Ministers or their 
representatives from the following 
Member States: Angola, Burundi, Central 
African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, 
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia. It 
was   also attended   by Amb.  Zachary 
Muburi-Muita, ICGLR Executive Sec-
retary,   ICGLR National Coordinators   of  
Kenya,  South Sudan and Zambia, Dr. 
Frank  Okuthe,  the Executive Director of 
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the LMRC, the Chairperson and 
members of the ICGLR Regional Youth 
Forum Executive Committee, Amb. Said 
Djinnit, the Special Envoy of the UN 
Secretary General to the Great Lakes 
Region, Ms. Ann Therese Ndong-Jatta, 
the Regional Director of UNESCO, senior 
staff of the Conference Secretariat and 
the LMRC, the representatives of UNDP, 
UNICEF, UNFPA, FAO, ILO, UNHCR, 
UN-Habitat, UN-YPP, the World Bank, 
AfDB and other cooperating partners.  
 
LMRC and the ICGLR Regional Civil 
Society Forum (RCSF) discuss 
challenges of Peace and Security in 
the Region 
 

 
LMRC Executive Director Dr. Frank Okuthe (center), next to him 

(left) Mr. Joseph Butiku, ICGLR RCSF Chairperson, with 

members of staff on 16th May 2017, in Lusaka, Zambia. 

LMRC hosted on 16th May 2017 the 
ICGLR Regional Civil Society Forum 
Chairman, Mr. Joseph Butiku, to discuss 
the prevailing situation in the Great Lakes 
Region and strategic options for the 
involvement of the RCSF in contributing 
to addressing challenges faced by the 
Member States. Present during the 
meeting were the LMRC Executive 
Director Dr. Frank Okuthe, the Head of 
Fora and Observatories Department Dr. 
Chantal Niyokindi and Programme 
Assistants.   
 
In his remarks, the LMRC Executive 
Director Dr. Okuthe welcomed Mr. Butiku 
to the Centre and highlighted the role that 
the Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) 
played in the creation of the ICGLR. He 
gave a brief background of the genesis of 
conflicts in the Region that led to the 
establishment of the ICGLR and outlined 
the efforts made by the Regional 
institution to restore security, stability and 
development.  Dr.  Okuthe also indicated 
that  there  was  need  for  the  LMRC and  

different ICGLR Fora such as the RCSF 

to identify areas and modalities for close 

partnership so as to effectively support 

the implementation of the ICGLR Pact 

and Protocols.  

The RCSF Chairperson observed with 

concern the continuous instability in the 

Region specifically in Burundi, CAR, 

DRC and South Sudan as well as human 

rights violations that needed increasingly 

sophisticated solutions. He noted that 

the fragility of the said countries had led 

to an influx of refugees which has 

created fatigue on the neighbouring 

countries. He reiterated the need for 

concerted efforts to address the root 

causes of the conflict in the Region. 

The meeting provided an opportunity to 

exchange on current peace and security 

challenges in the four countries, the 

regional and international responses as 

well as on the state of preparedness of 

the August 2017 general elections in 

Kenya.  

The RCSF Chairperson informed the 

Centre that he was expected to visit 

Burundi, CAR, DRC, South Sudan and 

Kenya to get an update on the prevailing 

situation on the ground and identify how 

the CSOs could strengthen their role in 

supporting ongoing processes. Finally, 

the two structures expressed willingness 

for close collaboration in implementing 

the ICGLR Pact. LMRC reiterated its 

readiness to support initiatives of the 

RCSF as this is one of its mandate. 

LMRC joins the rest of the world in the 
23rd Commemoration of the Rwanda 
Genocide against the Tutsi 
 
The 23rd Commemoration of the Rwanda 

Genocide against the Tutsi took place at 

the Rwandan High Commission on the 

7th April 2017, in Lusaka. The 

commemoration was dubbed “Let’s 

remember the Genocide against 

the Tutsi, fighting its ideology and 

standing firm on our achievements”. The 

event was honoured by Hon. Godfridah  

 

 

 

 

N.  Sumaili (MP), the Zambian 
Minister of National Guidance and 
Religious Affairs. Others present 
included Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners accredited to 
Zambia and the LMRC Executive 
Director Dr. Frank Okuthe. Indeed, 
Rwandans and the world over 
annually commemorates Genocide 
against the Tutsi on 7th April. The 
genocide had one million victims as 
well as a profound impact on 
Rwanda and its neighbouring 
countries. 
 
In his speech, the Rwandan High 
Commission Chargé d’Affaires Mr. 
Abel Buhungu, gave a background 
of the Genocide highlighting causes 
and measures undertaken to 
prevent a recurrence. He noted that 
by instituting and practising good 
governance, the Rwandan Gover-
nment has tussled the genocide 
ideology and its related impunity. He 
concluded by calling upon on all 
well-meaning people across the 
globe to support the efforts aimed at 
defeating all genocide linked threats 
in whatever form. 
 

 
Hon. Godfridah N. Sumaili (MP), the Zambian Minister of 
National Guidance and Religious Affairs, presenting her 
speech at the 23rd Commemoration of the Rwanda 
Genocide against the Tutsi, 7th April 2017 in Lusaka, 
Zambia. 

 
Hon. Sumaili in her speech paid 
tribute to the victims on behalf of the 
people and Government of Zambia 
before inviting the delegates to 
observe a moment of silence in their 
honour. She observed that such a 
phenomenon was a reminder to the 
entire world on what can happen 
when differences in ideas, ethnicity 
or religion is allowed to divide a 
nation. All over the world including in 
the Great Lakes Region, identity had  
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 Regional Experts and 

Stakeholders 

Consultations on the 

Illegal Exploitation and 

Trade in Natural 

Resources, from 5th to 

6th July 2017, in Nairobi, 

Kenya 

ICGLR Member States 
Elections 

 

 16th July 2017: The 

Republic of Congo: 

Parliamentary and 

Local Government 

Elections 

 

 4th  August 2017: The 

Republic of Rwanda: 

Presidential Election 

 

 8th  August 2017: The 

Republic of Kenya: 

Presidential, National 

Assembly, Senate & 

Local Government 

Elections 

 

 23rd August 2017: The 

Republic of Angola: 

Legislative Election. 
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ICGLR Levy Mwanawasa 
Regional Centre for 
Democracy and Good 
Governance 
4th and 5th Floor, Mukuba 
Pension House, 
Dedan Kimathi Road,  
P.O Box 35546,  
Lusaka, Zambia. 
Tel: +260211237320 /23 
Email: ed-lrc@icglr.org 
Website:www.icglr-
lmrc.org 
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been a source of conflict and massacres 

instead of being a source of strength for 

nation building and sustainable develop-

ment. 

Hon. Sumaili further noted that despite 

Rwanda being completely broken after the 

genocide, the country had shown great 

resilience and rebirth under the     

leadership    of     His    Excellency Paul 

Kagame, hence becoming a model for the 

African society. The Minister eulogised the 

people and Government of Rwanda for 

their achievements. She further reaffirmed 

the commitment of Zambia to maintain the 

warm and friendly relationship between the 

two countries that are both members of a 

number of organisations including ICGLR. 

AU holds First Conference of State 

Parties to the Kampala Convention 

The objective of the meeting was to 

formally constitute the Conference of State 

Parties, as a mechanism for fostering 

cooperation and solidarity among State 

Parties in the implementation of the 

Convention.  

It provided the first opportunity since 

coming into force of the Convention for the 

State Parties to engage on how to 

implement the Convention and address 

forced displacement issues.  Additionally, it 

explored ways of enhancing cooperation 

and solidarity among State Parties in 

dealing with the issue of internal 

displacement and mechanisms as well as 

ways of enhancing the domestication and 

implementation of the Convention. 

Finally, the meeting was driven by the need 

to address root causes of forced 

displacement to progressively eliminate 

the phenomenon of forced displacement 

on the continent altogether.  It also adopted 

an Action Plan for the implementation of 

the Kampala Convention. The meeting also 

elected the first Bureau for the Conference 

of State Parties. 

  

 

17th Meeting and Retreat of the TSC of the 

Regional Oversight Mechanism of the Peace, 

Security and Cooperation Framework for the 

DRC and the Region 

The 17th Meeting and Retreat of the Technical 

Support Committee (TSC) of the Regional 

Oversight Mechanism (ROM) of the Peace, 

Security and Cooperation (PSC) Framework for the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and the 

Region took place from 4th to 5th May 2017, in 

Naivasha, Kenya. The LMRC Executive Director, 

Dr. Frank Okuthe was among other participants at 

the meeting including representatives of the 

signatory countries of the PSC Framework from 

Angola, Burundi, DRC, Republic of Congo, Kenya, 

Rwanda, South Africa, South Sudan, Tanzania, 

Uganda, Sudan and Zambia; as well as 

representatives of the guarantor’s institutions, 

namely the UN, the AU, the ICGLR and the 

Southern African Development Community 

(SADC).   

The meeting opened with a retreat on 4th May 2017, 
which was followed by a team building exercise. On 
the 5th May 2017, the meeting continued with series 
of sessions, where participants critically analysed 
various aspects related to the work of TSC in order 
to increase its impact.  
 
Participants reviewed existing Terms of Reference 

of the TSC poised to be considered at the next 

ministerial and ROM meetings. They proposed 

options to improve monitoring and evaluation 

functions in the quest to establish coherent and 

consistent reporting    mechanisms.    In addition,    

the retreat provided a platform to build confidence 

initiatives with the view to boost the implementation 

of the PSC Framework. Participants also 

recommended   ways of   conducting in-country 

follow-ups and feed-back processes so as to 

strengthen TSC members.  Finally, the retreat 

developed concrete recommendations including 

ways of improving working relationship between the 

TSC and the National Oversight Mechanism (NOM) 

of DRC,   among others the convening of an 

extraordinary     TSC/NOM     session     in Kinshasa 

at least once a year to discuss specific issues to be 

submitted for consideration to the high-level 

meetings of the ROM. 
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